
 

                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Welcome back! I hope you all had an excellent Summer and are ready to face the exciting 
opportunities we have to offer this year.  It has been lovely to hear so many happy good mornings 
and to see so many smiling faces today.  All the children look really smart in their uniforms and the children I 
talked to said they were looking forward to coming back to school, which was great to hear. I would like to extend 
a warm welcome to all the children for whom it is the first day at our school.  As with all our children, I sincerely 
hope they will be very happy here, embracing what we have to offer and building their enthusiasm for life-long 
learning.   
 
We would also like to extend a warm welcome to Mrs Hills, who is our new School Business Manager.  We are 
looking forward to working with you, Mrs Hills.  I hope that you enjoy working with us and make some excellent 
memories.  We would like to pass on our huge congratulations to Mrs Orford who got married over the Summer 
holidays and will therefore take her married name so she will be known as Mrs Shore.  Similarly, we would also like 
to express our huge congratulations to Mrs Ryan who will take up the position of Deputy Headteacher for this 
academic year.  I hope that you all make many happy memories at DJS. 
 
Our school newsletters are usually issued on a Monday, please look out for them as they contain a plethora of 
information about what is happening in school.   
 
Entering and exiting school – the main gate only will now be used for entering and exiting school for all year 
groups.  We will not be using the garden gate for the foreseeable future.  We will also open the gate by the 
bottom yard which is the gate we refer to as the ‘bottom gate’.  We ask that you do not enter the main gates, or 
the bottom gate until 8.50am as this is when staff will be on duty.  You are welcome to escort your child into 
school.  Our staff are happy to talk to you if you have any queries or concerns.  Building a strong home-school 
partnership is important to us and really benefits your child.  If you want to have a conversation with a member of 
staff, it is worth checking in advance that they are available.  Our staff meetings start, at the beginning of the 
academic year, on Mondays, so we would appreciate you avoiding that day, if at all possible. 
 
Teacher Introduction Meetings – we warmly invite you to our year group meetings.  At these meetings, the Year 
Group teachers will introduce themselves to you and talk about what, and how, your child will learn throughout 
the year.  We hope to develop a collaborative working partnership with you for the benefit of your child and 
appreciate all your supportive comments.  Meetings will either take place in the school hall or in a year group 
classroom.  The meeting dates are as follows:  Y3 Tuesday, 20th September in Miss Grogan’s classroom at 5pm; Y4 
Monday, 12th September in Miss Spencer’s classroom at 4.30pm, Monday, 12th September in Mrs Ford and Mrs De 
Almeida’s classroom at 4.30pm and Y6 Thursday, 22nd September in the hall at a time to be confirmed.   
 
School Uniform – as I have said, all the children look great in their uniform.  We hope it will stay like this all year.  
Our uniform expectations are set out on our website at www.dronfield-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk/40/uniform.  Please 
ensure all clothing is labeled with your child’s name.  Last year we had a large number of unnamed school 
jumpers in lost property that remained unclaimed.  We are very conscious of cost and also clothes needlessly 
going to landfill (Bags2School do not accept school uniform).  With this in mind, please be aware that if your child’s 
jumper is unnamed, we will ask them to write their name in it so should it be misplaced then we will be able to 
return it to its owner.  Last year Mrs De Almeida organised a school uniform give away so parents could pick up 
clothes for free.  Mrs De Almeida is looking into doing something similar this year, keep your eyes open for 
updates.  
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Jewellery – The only jewellery we allow, are stud earrings and watches.  Bracelets, including charity bracelets, are 
not allowed, unless this is a whole school initiative. 
 
Physical Education (PE) – your class teacher will inform you when your child’s class will have PE.  On PE days, 
children should come in their PE kit (shorts with a T-shirt in their house colour) with a sweatshirt and jogging 
bottoms, as appropriate.  Please be aware that jeans should not be worn instead of jogging bottoms. 
 
Dinner Money – the cost is £2.20 per day.  Payment for School Meals must be made promptly via ParentPay, 
please.  We ask that children stick to the same days each week for sandwiches or dinners please.  This allows us to 
take the dinner register quickly and supports the smooth running of our staggered lunch time.  Please note that 
we will serve fish fingers, every Friday, even if the published menu states something different.  The menu has now 
been extended on Parentpay so parents will now be able to pre-book meals.  
 
Dietary Requirements for School Meals - Derbyshire Catering Service believe that the provision of medical diets is 
an important part of the service we offer to pupils, parents/carers and schools. All requests for medical diets must 
be accompanied by medical confirmation from a health professional. A bespoke menu will then be created to suit 
your child's requirements. If your child has a medical diet and would like to have a school meal you will need to 
complete a form which can be found on this website - https://www2.myschoollunch.co.uk/derbyshire/primary-
schools/the-food/medical-diets/   If your child has a medical diet and currently has school meals then you do not 
need to complete this form again.  
 
ParentPay – please can you ensure that you are registered for Parent Pay? All money in school is now paid 
through Parent Pay accounts.  We also send our newsletters through ParentPay and our school text messages, 
therefore, it is vital you have an account so you are kept informed. 
 
Y5 Residential to Mount Cook 14-16 September – the trip will depart after registration at around 9.15am.  Please 
remember to bring a packed lunch for Monday and weather-appropriate clothing, including long sleeved tops and 
long trousers.  Please do not forget a water bottle which can be refilled.  I will be doing a parents’ meeting for 
Mount Cook on Thursday 8th September at 6pm in our school hall. 
 
After School Clubs – Please look out for our After School Clubs Newsletter that will be sent out later this week 
once we have confirmed what clubs are available. These will be starting next week and details on how to 
book/register will be included in this newsletter.  

 
School Lane - For the safety of all our children, please do not drop off or pick up outside the school gates. We 
operate a drop off zone in a morning outside the bungalows on School Lane. We also operate a voluntary one-way 
system going down School Lane during the morning and after school rush hour times. Anyone parked on white 
zigzag lines is liable for a fine. The traffic officers are out regularly at the request of the schools.  Please can I ask 
that you park carefully for the safety of our children and considerately to the residents in our vicinity? 

 
Medicines - If your child needs to take medicine at school, this is usually antibiotics that need to be administered 
FOUR times a day, we will support with this but you will need complete an indemnity form, please.  All medicines 
need to be presented in the original packaging with the child’s name and dose listed.  We are unable to support 
with the administration of any medicines without a completed indemnity form.  All medicines, except inhalers, are 
kept in the staffroom.  Please email info@dronfield-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk to request an online indemnity form. 
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Healthy snacks at break times - For many years the school has operated a healthy eating policy. At morning and 
afternoon break times, children are allowed to bring in a healthy snack, such as: fruit, raisins, cheese strings, cereal 
bars (although not ones smothered in chocolate).  These items will be kept in your child’s tray until they eat them. 
Please do not allow your child to bring crisps, chocolate bars or sweets for consumption at break times.   
 
Children who have packed lunches are, of course, allowed crisps but these must be eaten during the lunch hour 
and not during morning or afternoon break times.   All children are asked to bring in a water bottle (named) and 
take it home each night to be refilled for the following day.  We ask that water bottles be filled with still water 
rather than juice, cordial, flavoured or sparkling, water, please. 
 
 

 

All our newsletters are available to view and download from our website  
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