
 

                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

As we race towards the end of term, we still have plenty to be excited about on our learning 
journeys.  The children finish school for half term on Friday, 21st October at 3.30pm and start back 
on Tuesday 1st November at 9am.   Monday, 31st October is an INSET for us.  A huge thank you, to you as parents, 
for your continued support this half term.  I hope you all have a happy, safe and healthy half term. 
 

What an exciting week it was last week for some of our Year 6 children who ventured to France to sample life in a 
different country.  They had an amazing time: making baguettes and croissants; haggling in a French market; 
getting up close to goats and learning how goats’ cheese is made; sampling snails; learning how chocolate is made 
in a premium bespoke chocolate factory and tasting the produce and finally, visiting Europe’s largest aquarium.  
The children were taught French words and phrases during the different visits and were encouraged to use them.  
They were an absolute pleasure to take away, they behaved impeccably and were both a credit to the school, and 
to you, their parents.  Well done Y6!  We also really appreciated you saying thank you to us on our return.  I must 
extend my very grateful thanks to Mrs Ryan, Mr Mason, Mr Burrows and Miss Galloway, who accompanied the 
children and ensured their safety and wellbeing.  This is not a venue we have used before - a huge thank you must 
go to Mrs Cooper, who organised and coordinated this and the individual visits.  The venue was a step into the 
unknown but a very successful step! 
 
Mental Health Day – thank you to everyone who donated to Young Minds to support their on-going work with 
children and young people.  We raised £173. 

 
Parent Consultations – these will take place this week.  May I take this opportunity to thank you for engaging with 
this consultation?  I hope you find it useful to meet with your child’s class teacher.  I believe a strong home-school 
partnership really benefits your child.   
 
Dress Down Day – The last day of term (Friday, 21st October) will be a non-uniform day.  I am aware that we have 
already recently asked for a £1 donation to Young Minds so we will not ask for a donation for this dress down day. 
 
Open Evening Year 2 Parents on Wednesday 2nd November – We are holding an open evening for children 
currently in Year 2 and their parents/carers on Wednesday 2nd November from 5pm – 6.30pm.   

 
Black History Month - I am sure that it will not have escaped your notice that this month is Black History month.  
There are some great resources on the BBC website at www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/curations/black-history-month which 
would be good to share with your child to support what we are doing in school.  As a school, we do not necessary 
do all our learning of different cultures during Black History month but rather where it fits within the concepts and 
topics we chose to study throughout the year. 

Reading for Pleasure – Teresa Cremin will be speaking at a free webinar entitled ‘Reading: A Child’s Superpower’ 
(as part of the Open University collaboration with Book Week Northern Ireland) on Tuesday 18th October, 7.30pm 
– 8.30pm.  The event is suitable for parents, teachers and anyone interested in exploring the benefits of reading in 
childhood, tips engaging a reluctant reader and how you can nurture a child’s love for reading.  You can register 
for the webinar here: www.open.ac.uk/northern-ireland/events/reading-childs-superpower-book-
weekni?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=reading_for_pleasure_news_october&ut
m_term=2022-10-09  
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Scholastic October Books of the Month – Every month Scholastic’s children’s book experts give their top picks for 
each age range – the perfect stories to share at home or in the classroom.  This month’s Book of the Month can be 
found by clicking on this link: Book of the Month - Scholastic Shop 

Bags2School Collection – thank you very much to all who donated to our Bags2School collection.  We raised 
£42.40 – thanks again. 

TTRockstars – well done to all those children who have logged onto TTRockstars and are helping us to climb up the 
leaderboard - we are currently in 5th position.  Last week, our Battle of the Bands was won by the Year 5s – 
congratulations Y5s!  Over the weekend, the company owning TTRockstars have informed me that over the last 
seven days, some of our children are using ‘very out-of-date versions of TTRockstars’.  It is important to use the 
latest versions of the app and the website to ensure your child receives the most secure, feature-rich and 
enjoyable experience of Times Tables Rockstars.  Older versions of TTRockstars are missing out on key updates.  
You can ensure you are using the latest version of the website at home by visiting play.ttrockstars.com/reset – this 
will load the latest version to your device’s browser.  If you are using the app, ensure you have the latest version 
by checking the updates on the Times Tables Rockstars app from the app store.  

Thank you – a big thank you to Maggie, Lola, Connie and Mollie who did a bake sale last weekend. They raised 
£75 for our school and split the other 2/3 between Dronfield Infant School and Cancer Research UK.  What a lovely 
gesture girls and on behalf of everyone at Dronfield Junior School, thank you very much.  The cakes and biscuits 
looked incredibly tasty; I am not surprised you sold out so quickly! 
 
Attendance - If your child is ill and cannot attend school please ring the school as soon as possible to make us 
aware.  Please do not use Class Dojo in the first instance as a teacher may not log on to Class Dojo before school.  
All children’s attendance is closely monitored and if your child’s attendance falls below 95%, you will be informed 
by letter.  We would hope that by working together we would improve attendance so that it matches or exceeds 
our school average which is 97%.  Please can I also remind you that leave of absence requests for holidays during 
term time will not be authorised.  Further information regarding this can be found at www.gov.uk/school-
attendance-absence and at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/attendance-behaviour-welfare  

 
Christmas Card Competition – Lee Rowley (MP) has invited children in the North East Derbyshire to design his 
Christmas card, which he has said will be ‘sent to 600 people, including the Prime Minister and local business and 
charity leaders’.  If your child would like to enter the competition, he/she will need to use a piece of A4 paper to 
draw a picture as the front of a Christmas card.  I would advise using felt tips rather than pencil crayons as they 
‘print’ better.  The design needs to be 2D.  Please put your child’s name and age, as well as, ‘Dronfield Junior 
School’ on the back of the design, and hand into Mrs Cooper or Mrs Hills in the school office.  The closing date for 
entries is Friday, 21st October. 

 
Secondary School – please can I remind all Y6 parents that they need to make an application to Derbyshire Council 
for a Secondary School place in September 2023?  Applications opened on 12th September with the closing date 
midnight 31st October 2022.  You can do this online at Secondary school admissions - Derbyshire County Council 

 
Rotary Young Photographer of the Year - each year the Rotary in Britain and Ireland runs a number of 
competitions for the young people in areas where there is a local Rotary Club. As Rotary in Dronfield functions in 
the S18 area, we have been invited to take part in the Young Photographer of the Year competition.  The theme 
for the competition is “The Beauty of Architecture”.  In the past, we have been very successful in this competition 
with our pupils securing first place on a number of occasions.  It is great to see how this talent develops through 
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the years (past Year 6).  The closing date for entries is 30th November 2022, so there’s plenty of time to capture 
some great images.  Good luck to all those who enter. Please contact Mrs Hills or Mrs Cooper in the school office if 
you would like a copy of the poster sending to you. 

 
Planning a children’s party?  Then please consider renting our ‘Party Box’ and help to reduce single-use plastic 
waste in Dronfield.  The Party Box has already had some ‘outings’ during the Summer, which is great to see.  The 
box contains 36 children’s beakers, plates, bowls, sets of cutlery, plus two juice jugs and five larger bowls for 
crisps, etc.  The cost of rental is only £3, though we also ask for a bond of £20 which is returned to you once the 
box and its contents are brought back to school clean and intact.  Through this scheme we hope to offer our 
families a greener and more economical way to party!  For further details, please contact the school office.   

 
 

All our newsletters are available to view and download from our website  
www.dronfield-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk  
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